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composer Niccold Piccinni is 
histo He is famous in 
c encyclopedias for 
being a major rival of Gluck’s 
‘in the late l8th-century 
Parisian operatic scene, a 
-rivalry stirred more by the 
‘two composers’ followers 
than by themselves. Gluck 
won out, and his operas still 
. hold the stage today. Piccin- 
ns works are almost totally 


‘ignored. 

Newell Jenkins, champion 
of the forgotten, presented 
-Piccinnis “Didon” (1783) in 
his Clarion Concerts program 
Wednesday night in Alice 

Tully Hall and made a good 

case for the composer’s mu- 
’sic without quite persuading 

one that{a masterpiece was 
being revived. 
Rs. fre 
! : 
The musical setting of the 
. story of Dido and Aeneas is 
very much like Gluck’s in 
! style: a stately procession of 
 arias, duets and choruses. 
The vocal line has passion 
and grace, but is vitiated, for 


| modern listeners, by the lack. 


of interesting harmonic sup- 
_ port. Outside of the melodies, 
the color and drama in the 
music come from imaginative 
_ rhythmic figurations and or- 
_chestration. | 

* There are many very fine 


a 


things in the score. Two of 
Dido’s arias that were once 
_widely admired still stand 


Any current interest in the 


out. The second, “Hélas! pour 
nous il s'expose,” gets impe- 
tus from a striking rhythmic 
idea that underscores Dido’s 
fears for Aeneas’s life. The 
two men, Aeneas and his ri- 
val, Jarbe, have powerful 
arias. 

The opera never has trans- 
cendant moments, such as 
those that turn up in Gluck's 
works. It suggests that Pic- 
cinni could never write any- 
thing so tremendous as the | 
opening of Gluck’s “Iphigenia 
in Tauris” or anything quite 
as appealing as “Orpheus and 
Eurydice.” And this is prob- 
ably the reason Piccinnis 
music has been left by the 
wayside. 


e 

The staged performance, | 
with the orchestra in the pit, | 
was excellent. Mr. Jenkins 
filled the score with as much 
life and intensity as it could 
hold. Joan Patenaude as Di- | 
do, needed time for her ap- | 
pealing lyric voice to warm : 
up, but she is an artist of un- 
usual sensitivity, and she 
gave the character real pa- 
thos at the end. Gary Glaze, 
in the tenor part of Aeneas, 
and Thomas Palmer, in the 
baritone role of Jarbe were 
first-rate. 

The tasteful and effective 
staging was the work of Ja- 
nice Plastino, director; 
Charles Tomlinson, designer, 
and Cameron Harvey, who , 
did the lighting. 
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